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Upheaval 
at school 
could 
drag on 


Low-income students 
will likely suffer most 


Max Londberg, Lily Altavena 
and Justin Murphy 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Reva Cosby, superintendent of 
Mount Healthy Schools, sympathizes 
with her senior students. 

“They’re all going to be devastated if 
we can’t do graduation,” Cosby said. 

The district lags behind others aca- 
demically. 

All students are low-income, which 
may contribute, Cosby said, and losing 
school time could wipe away the gains 
they’ve made. 

“It’s hard to catch that up,” she said. 
“Potentially being out until the end of 
the semester - what if it goes longer?” 

Most of the country’s children are 
out of school as districts, charters and 
private schools shutter in response to 
coronavirus concerns. 

And they could be home a long time: 
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine said this week 
that the state’s three-week shutdown 
will likely be extended. 

And Kansas this week became the 
first state to close schools for the rest of 
the academic year. 

The pandemic may close schools 
down until summer break in other 


See SCHOOLS, Page 6A 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Follow coverage from our 261 daily news operations of coronavirus 
news, the response, the economic impact, cancellations, and how 

you can keep yourself, your family and your community safe with our 
“Nation’s Health” content at coronavirus.usatoday.com and INSIDE # 


‘PLENTY 
OF FOOD; 
KROGER 
CEO SAYS « 


On a normal day, Kroger’s Blue Ash distribution center sends out 120 semi-trucks full of mixed loads of grocery supplies 
to area stores. The last week has been anything but normal. Shipments are up about 40%. MEG VOGEL/THE ENQUIRER 


Alexander Coolidge Cincinnati Enquirer | USA TODAY NETWORK 


f you ask Kroger CEO Rodney McMullen about the potential 


for food shortages amid the new coronavirus outbreak 


spreading across America, he’ll tell you what he and other re- 


tail executives told President Donald Trump. I “We asked 


President Trump and Vice President (Mike) Pence to let people 


know there’s plenty of food and plenty of things in the supply 


chain,” McMullen told The Enquirer. “And as long as customers just 


buy what they need and don't hoard, there will be no problems at all 


- there’s plenty of food in the supply chain.” 


McMullen urges the public to re- 
member the grocery business deals in 
perishable goods and is set up to con- 
stantly ship and refill store shelves. 

Also, the company operates 37 of its 
own factories that produce everything 
from milk and dairy products to maple 
syrup and canned goods. 

All of those factories are working 


overtime and around the clock. 
“Some stores get a delivery truck 
once a day, some every other day and 
some stores get multiple deliveries a 
day,’ McMullen said, admitting some 
vendors, like those making hand san- 
itizers, are struggling to meet demand. 


See KROGER, Page 7A 
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‘Do not be 
afraid if you 
can't get a test 


Jessie Balmert, Jackie Borchardt, 
Luann Gibbs, Madeline Mitchell and 
Bobby Nightengale 


Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 
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COLUMBUS - If you are an other- 
wise healthy person, the odds are 
you'll never take a test to confirm you 
had the novel coronavirus. 

And that’s OK, Ohio Department of 
Health Director Dr. Amy Acton said 
Wednesday. “Do not be afraid if you 
can't get a test.” 

Here’s why: Ohio has a limited num- 
ber of tests, so they are prioritizing old- 
er adults, those with compromised 


See CORONAVIRUS, Page 8A 
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Can’t go out? They come in 


Livestream concerts aid musicians 
amid bar shutdown. The Local Buzz, 2A 


Bengals after free agents 


Club has estimated $36.1 million in 
available salary cap space. Sports, 1C 


Weather 


Home delivery pricing inside 


High 66° I Low 53° 
Afternoon rain, thunder. 
Forecast, 2A 
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